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Red Hat Society




New Zealand Style
August 2013 Roundup
Here we are again, ready to read of the fun each chapter has, and share our own.  The photo above is a favourite of mine – fuschia, steadfast yet delicate bloom, and of course the colours are ours!  Enjoy the read.
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Crimson Kiwis





bcjb
July ! The middle of winter ! Wet and cold....but what a great way to chase away the gloom than with a gathering of Good Friends in a warm Cafe. Great Company, Great food , much laughter. 
And a bonus outing this month when some of us met again at the Trivia Event hosted by Queen Christine and Her Precious Pukekos. Thinking caps on..brains perhaps a little bit rusty but it was all about having a good time and our scores weren't too bad either. Always well worth going to. You do a wonderful job of arranging and running this event Queen Christine. Thanks for inviting us along .
[image: image4.wmf]And now August is quickly passing....Once again, we met, we laughed, ate good food , and enjoyed being together despite the misery of a Winter that gives us a quick taste of Spring then drags us back into wind, rain, thunder and lightning..But this soon will pass.




See you next time..
Wiki Beek 
[image: image5.emf]Rosetown Red Hatterz


Springtime in Rosetown.

Rosetown Hatterz cantered over to Cambridge to join the Fillies for a wonderful lunch at a new restaurant in Leamington. The cuisine was Indian but with a NZ flavour, so appreciated and enjoyed by everyone and last but not least, the entertainment arranged by the Fillies was extra ordinary. Hatters continue to surprise with the unexpected extroverts among us putting on the ritz, dressing up or down as the case may be to create a fun filled lunchtime event. The Indian staff at the restaurant were mesmerized by the antics, not to mention other patrons who thought they would have a quiet lunch - not so - the usual fun and hilarity was noisy with much applause accompanied by the occasional 'bravo' . 

To cap it all off the Rosetown gals got their photo in the local Cambridge newspaper, we are still wondering what happened to the Fillies photos.

Spring in the Waikato has sprung with daffodils a plenty everywhere, what an uplifting sight after the dreary days of winter. Late August a very pleasant day trip was enjoyed by several Hatters visiting the Howick Historic Village, with a sojourn at Cornwall Park hearing about the history of Huia Lodge and 

Acacia Cottage. How lucky we are to have such beautiful public places. 

Rosetown Hatters have welcomed several new members recently who have relocated to our district, two from the Auckland region, one from Taranaki, one from Hamilton with friend. Just shows that once a Hatter, it doesn't matter where you find yourself there is always a welcome from sister Hatters.
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The Flashes hosted Red Hat sisters from the Divas and the Tartes for an Island Night filled with music, dance and laughter. 

Plans were made and numbers counted for the catering when a call came the night before from the Cook Islands dance team cancelling due to a death.

[image: image7.emf]At the last minute after a few frantic phone calls the Prince of Purple Paparazzi found a spectacular replacement and the evening was saved.

The ladies were entertained and instructed in Island dance by the Napier Girls Pacifica Dance Troupe who shook and shimmied and smiled their way into our hearts. Gorgeous, sweet things! 
With two drummers setting the pace we were broken into groups, each with one of the lovely dancers and instructed in a Cook Island’s dance complete with arm movements and swaying hips. (Think washing machine.) Then we all got together and performed with the dancers amidst some new and interesting moves and much laughter. Prizes were given for the most enthusiastic won by Lady Dianna of the Flashes and the best hip swinging won by the Lady Linda of the Tartes.

After the dance lesson, which depleted our calories, we replenished ourselves with an island feast and glasses of our favourite tipple.

It was a fantastic evening of fun, friendship and food. It is wonderful that the other local Red Hat sisters can share in the frivolity.

Her Royal Behindness                                                                                                        Queen Heather                                                                                                         Baroness Du Botox
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We've had an 'action packed' couple of outings this month - all crammed in over the last two weeks.  First up we received an email from Lady Marion Luvs-Vino & Lady Beryl Shop-A-Lot to join them at an 'optional extra surprise event' at the Hamilton Age Concern premises – the prerequisite was for us to be dressed in black only and to have our vocal cords all primed up.  (WELL for a start off that was a bit concerning  black,  age concern,  singing – what have they in store for us?*?*?*?)  19 ladies turned up in anticipation and upon arrival were presented with a plastic bag and politely asked to change.   Inside 'said bag' was a nuns habit and veil.  WHAT A HOOT.
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(We all looked so virtuous !*!*!*!*!).   Our 2 Mother Superiors had decorated the room to look like a 'convent dining room' (with a very sparsely – but loving set out LONG table) plus a separate serving table.  Lots of laughter and OMG's followed as we were all 'robed up' (upon inspection our head dress were altered to the strict standard expected of the Order – NO HAIR SHOWING).   At the ring of a bell we were all duly seated.  Our 2 Mother Superiors - Mother Mary Marion and Mother Mary Beryl read out our 'vows' along with what was expected of us as novices and to sit back, relax and enjoy our Sound Of Music Nuns Novice Luncheon.  The prepared meal was very fitting of a convent – 2 delicious casseroles, rice, salads and bread. Followed by tea or coffee with a choice of  3 'delicious' cakes.  Mother Marion had chosen a great selection of religious theme songs which we sung and danced to.  

At the end of the afternoon we were each presented with a certificate telling us to 

GO CLIMB EVERY MOUNTAIN SISTERS). The day was rounded off with a cream liqueur in a chocolate casing (way off league for a convent – but who cares!!!!!!!!!!!).  

A FABULOUSLY enjoyable 4 hours with BIG THANKS to our 'saintly' hostesses - Marion and Beryl.   As usual with these 2 ladies the food and organisation was just great. (Who would have thought when joining Red Hats we would end up being a Nun for a few hours).     

Our August monthly outing was a visit to the AgHeritage Museum at Mystery Creek.  The enticing email this month said quote   “Ladies now that the dust of Fieldays has settled and all those young 'virile farmers' have returned to the bosom of their families and flocks -  it is safe to venture on out to Mystery Creek”.      16 ladies took the gamble and turned up (the Weather God was on our side putting on a cracker of a day).   AgHeritage Museum Village area is a great collection of old historic buildings transported to Mystery Creek from different surrounding districts and is a tribute to Waikato's agricultural history.   After a small talk from our Mystery Creek Events 

[image: image11.wmf]Hostess advising us of the 'village rules' we strolled around and experienced a trip back down memory lane before returning for lunch.  Our 3 hostesses had chosen an [image: image21.jpg]


under cover area for our lunch beside the village garage. The theme for this outing was 'back to the good old school days'.   We were each issued with a packed lunch with choices of Marmite, Honey or Peanut Butter sandwiches.  When we opened our 'brown paper bag' we discovered (to our horror we'd been tricked).  All the contents were exactly the same – a yummy filled roll, packet of raisins, cheese slice, a muesli bar or slice of cake. And on our tables was a choice of fruit and a carton of flavoured milk.  

A real jovial lunchtime progressed with our 'head teacher' Pat (not giving up on teaching us even during lunch break)  quizzing us on our 'recollection' of nursery rhymes.  (Hearing a bunch of senior ladies reciting 'good old nursery rhymes' with a grin from ear to ear was heart rendering. It is easier as we age to remember things from waaayyy back but can't remember what happened yesterday).  During lunch we were each given some 'pocket money' for being such 'well behaved children'.  After lunch we retired to the classroom and reminisced – with 2 mischievous ones writing 'all sorts' over the blackboard.  A very interesting notice on the wall of the class room had 

RULES FOR TEACHERS - 1915.

· You will NOT marry during the term of your contract

· You are NOT to keep company with men

· You MUST be home between 8pm and 6am – unless attending a school function

· You MAY NOT loiter down town at ice cream stores

· You MAY NOT travel beyond city limits without the permission of the Chairman of the Board

· You MAY NOT ride in a carriage or automobile with a man–unless he is your father or brother

· You MAY NOT smoke cigarettes

· You MAY NOT dress in bright clothes

· You MAY NOT under any circumstances dye your hair

· You MUST wear at least 2 petticoats

· Your dress MUST NOT be any shorter than 2 inches above the ankle

· To keep the school room clean YOU MUST

             Sweep the floor at least once daily
             Scrub the floor with hot soapy water at least once a week  

             Clean the blackboard at least once a day

             Start the fire at 7am so that room will be warm at 9am
 (Thought I'd include that little bit of trivia just to show how we've come a long way in 100 years – thank goodness.  Boy with RULES like those it certainly would have put the kibosh on being a Red Hatter).  We then wandered over to what is known as the Bledisloe Hall  (an old BIG historic building transported out there many moons ago)  where there's a great collection of different static displays of household rooms of Days Gone By,  The history of farming and old farm machinery.  Big THANKS to our 3 great hostesses (Lady Bernie Smiles-A-Lot, Lady Rose and Lady Tilly) for a GREAT

day in good old Waikato country fresh air  in lovely surroundings.   Who would have thought that this month would give us the opportunity to experience 2 completely different types of outings -        GO GIRLS - YOU ARE GREAT 
REMEMBER     

LOST   TIME   CAN   NEVER   BE   FOUND
Cheers

Lady Betty OpShop
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RAVISHING RUBIES – 





Our ladies headed to Kumeu this month for a lovely Thai meal at the Golden Silk Restaurant. Everyone commented on the beautiful food and one of our ladies enjoyed the meal so much she even took a take-away home for dinner for her husband and herself. Once again Amy, the manageress, really looked after our ladies and put complimentary extras on the tables for us to enjoy. It is really good value when you find a place that really looks after you. One of our ladies is shifting to Cambridge shortly and has just one more outing with us. Our loss and Cambridge’s gain. 

Isn’t it wonderful knowing that winter is now officially over and we have three lovely seasons to look forward to before the cold strikes again. Have been spring cleaning today, washing windows and curtains etc. The hot spa tonight was fantastic for the aching bones and tired body. We have just bought one of those Karcher winder washers and what an amazing gadget – my husband has washed nearly all the windows in our two-storey house, first time in forty odd years that I can ever remember him washing windows! (And I didn’t even have to ask him, he couldn’t wait to get started with the new gadget. Thank you Karcher.) All kids should buy their Dads one for Father’s Day! 

Till next time, keep safe, go well and enjoy the lovely Spring weather that is coming our way. 

Queen Ruby.
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Precious Pukekos. 
Spring really looks like it has come early ,and after such a mild winter , lets hope for a nice long summer. This month we had a lot of fun and laughter when we played Ten pin bowling , with so many ladies 
getting strikes , Jenny was our top bowler , well done Jenny , I won’t mention who got another wooden spoon to add to her collection, No !!! it wasn’t me but I really don’t think Gaye wants everyone to 
know she is collecting them. Still it was a lot of fun . May be we could challenge another chapter to a game , just let me know if you are interested.
It was a shame I had to cancel the Queens council meeting due to lack the of response with only a few Queens wishing to attend. I wonder if it isn’t time we need to decide if we want to continue with 
these meetings every three months or just make twice a year. I’m quite happy to host it again , but I would like to know what the other Queens feel about this. 
Looking forward to catching up with some friends at the convention.
Christine 
Precious Pukekos.
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HELLO FROM HIBISCUS RED  HATTERS.

We have had some most interesting ‘Happenings’ over the last six weeks.

Firstly on 25th July 26 beautifully Red and Purple attired damsels attended Operatunity “The Crooners” at Centre stage Orewa, where we are always accorded a very warm welcome, to which we doff our beautifully decorated hats to the audience then deposit them on our laps or the floor so as not to block the view of the Patrons.    One of our Members, Prin, received special mention as she was celebrating a very special Birthday, and was personally known to the Cast.   A very good toe-tapping, sing-a-long show of all favourite crooners from yester-year, followed by a light lunch and interesting conversations with the Public.

On August 22nd  we entered a team in Age Concern “Senior Games” run at Stanmore Bay Leisure Centre.  Teams of six participate in individual games of Indoor bowls, Table tennis Rowing, Javelin throwing, Darts and Power walking, plus team participation of Goal shooting  and Gumboot throwing.

This year’s theme was Age and Youth, with Primary school pupils joining us after lunch for Goal shooting and Gumboot throwing, to let them see how we “oldies” could still have fun and enjoy ourselves regardless of age and some not quite so agile.   The children all enjoyed mixing with us and entered into the spirit of the day.

Each team dressed up in “back to childhood” theme, with our team in purple and white stripped tops, mini white skirts, with purple sash, over purple three quarter tights, white bobby sox and sport shoes, with big red bow in hair, finished off with Logo on back, “Hibiscus Red Junior High” with purple Hibiscus flower in centre.   Think we stole the show.    We also had a very large Red Hat supporters group cheering us on.   Was a great day. 

Last Thursday 29th August saw 12 don their best, in not the best of weather, ride the buses to Sky City Auckland for a bit of a ‘flutter’ and lunch at ‘Fortuna’.    Don’t think anyone made their fortune, if they did, they didn’t share it with us.    Another happy day out.

We now have a new Vice Queen, Crafty Claire, a delightful person despite her Chapter

name.   Also we have a full membership of 40, plus a waiting list, which must be a sign of a happy healthy Chapter.   

That’s all for now, 

Queen Heather Honey (recycled).
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Botany Babes



August Meeting: A happy gathering of Red Hatters once again this month.

Unfortunately Betty Boop and Pollyanna couldn't join us as they were in hospital recovering from ops. We wish them both a speedy recovery and hope to see them soon.Rainbow Queen Jill was our only birthday girl for August and had a surprise visit from her best friend.
Probus Meeting:

Nine Botany Babes dazzled Probus members with their bling at the Ormiston

Probus Meeting. We all wore our red hats with pride. 

A  Babes member, Evelyn, was the five minute speaker outlining the founding of Red Hat Social Organisation; and relaying the fun and friendship we gain belonging to the Botany Babes. I think we may even get a few new Red Hat members.  Violette. was the main speaker and changed from her red Botany Babes hat to her red KIPs [Knit in Public] hat. Kathleen kept everyone entertained, and I know the Probus President

[image: image16.jpg]


[image: image17.wmf]appreciated it, he even donned a purple wig!
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Surprise at Countess Carmine’s:

Countess Carmine certainly is the ‘Hostess with the Mostest”, making us all welcome at her lovely home. It was a happy gathering and a friendly get together.

Two Winners at Bingo  and of course there was a quiz.  We all enjoyed a delicious lunch, so a big thank you to Countess Carmine, Pollyanna,(an amazing recovery!)  and Rambling Rose for all your hard work.
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Scribe:  Lilybelle
Crimson Crazies




Have yer ever done anyfin
AWFULLY BRITISH Lately?
Crimson Crazies dragged emselfs up to the Domicile of the Duchess wif their sammiches and British stuff to show orf and we had a fine ole time.
There were coins, books, figurines, a Pooh bear and Friends, a portable tea maker, and even English marmalade. It was fun to look at the stuff and share the fun until our entertainers arrived..in the form of two uniformed sailors who pulled out their.....
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.....keyboard and microphone and proceeded to sing the old English tunes for our pleasure..
(Pack up yer troubles in yer old kit bag and...)
[image: image2]..after a half time break for them and sammiches and tea fer us they returned and launched into some requests, which included some American tunes because we think the Americans had quite a bit to do wif the English during the war just like they did wif us in N.Z....well that's what the Duchess said and being 87 she know's quite a bit of history bout our country....lol. We rounded orf the arvo wif a good remininice and then packed up their plates and gear and took orf like a herd of startled buffaloes into the wild blue yonder....our next meeting will be at tiffin on Friday...
Hugs

Helen


Queen of the Dames



Crimson Crazies of South Auckland
My thanks to all who have sent in replies – especially those who let me know there would be no article this month, but there would be next month.  Knowing who usually send in newsletters, I sometimes wait an extra day or two if they have not come in.
My quote for this month…

"If there is a possibility of several things going wrong, the one that will cause the most damage will be the one to go wrong." Murphy's Fourth Law
Sigh – who will  I miss out is month….

Till  next


Be well



Country bird,




aka Barbara
